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MINISTER’S MESSAGE – JANUARY, 2012 
 

For only the third time since I moved in, there was no Christmas at the parsonage this 
year. I went without a tree and the mantles did not have their usual decorations of 

pine boughs and oranges and apples. I missed them, of course, but it was a relief to 
have a few less things on the “to do” list.  
 

I am grateful, then, for the glimpses of Christmas I had in your homes, and in the 
brightly lit houses I have driven by at night. There seemed to be more lights than 
usual on display this year, an indication, perhaps, that people were determined to 

have a “merry Christmas” despite the fact that things seem to be going from bad to 
worse, at least if you rely on the politicians or the media to supply your worldview. 

 
Christmas does offer an antidote to all the gloom. I had the sense that this is what the 
three hundred and seventy five or so people who crowded our sanctuary on Christmas 

Eve were in search of. The choir sang, “Peace and love and hope abide this Christmas-
tide.” That’s what we want to believe. The challenge of the season is even more 

daunting than finding the right present or the perfect tree, however. 
 
If peace and hope and love are to abide, they must abide in us long after the trees 

come down and the decorations are back in their boxes, and precisely at those times 
when it is most difficult for us to conceive of them. 

 
In his extended poem about the Nativity, “The Age of Anxiety,” W. H. Auden has the 
angel Gabriel tell the Blessed Virgin Mary, “It lies within your power of choosing to 
conceive the Child who chooses you.” Peace, love, hope --- these are what God has 
chosen for us. May we choose them for ourselves. 

 
Blessings, 
Richard and Christi  

 



 
                     

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP IN JANUARY 
 

8 January: Epiphany (Observed) 
10 a.m.: Annual Christmas/Epiphany Pageant 
We have a new pageant this year, written by one of the children in our RE program, Carlina 
Tesini. You will not want to miss her “take” on the traditional Christmas story. Come celebrate 
with us as we bring the Christmas season to a memorable close. 
  

Note: In January, we will use the Biblical lessons from the lectionary as “jumping off” 
points in considering aspects of good spiritual practice for ourselves and for community.  
 
15 January: Epiphany II 

10 a.m.: Worship and Religious Education 
Sermon: Listening As Spiritual Practice 
 

22 January: Epiphany III 
10 a.m.: Worship and Religious Education 
Sermon: Change As Spiritual Practice 

 
29 January: Epiphany IV 

10 a.m.: Worship and Religious Education 
Sermon: Awareness As Spiritual Practice     
 

 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 

Thank you to everyone who has generously pledged their support to The First Parish 

of Bolton in 2012. Your pledge envelopes are available in the back of the sanctuary. If 

you are not able to pick them up by Sunday, January 8, they will be mailed to you. It’s 
not too late to become a part of the 2012 pledge campaign! Simply contact Mike 
Hoeffler or speak with Sharl in the church office.   
 

OUTREACH NEWS  
 

Soup Kitchen Update 
 

On the second Monday of each month we serve a delicious dinner of American chop 
suey, salad and dessert to about 50 to 60 people at the Community Café at 242 High 

Street in Clinton. The meal is served from 4 to 6 p.m. The food preparation may be 
done on the weekend before. During these challenging economic times, these services 

are in much demand and are much appreciated. In December, the meal was prepared 
by Susan Taeuber, Susan Membrino and Kim Joly. It was delivered to the Café by Kim 
Joly and served by Natacha MacGregor. If you would like to help out in an upcoming 

month, please sign up on the sheet in Davis Hall or contact Karen Dorhamer-Fadden 
at 978-897-5088 or Karen.Dorhamer@hp.com. 
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Food Pantry Collection Continues 
 

Due to the high demand for services at the WHEAT food pantry in Clinton, the Board 
of Outreach will resume collecting items in January. Each week we will request a 

specific item that is needed, though all donations are welcome throughout the month. 
Here are suggested items for January: 
 

 January   9 Baked beans    January 16 Bisquick 
 January 23 Boxed mashed potatoes  January 30 Breakfast cereals 

 

Outreach Donations 
 

The Board of Outreach made the following donations with our remaining funds for 
2011: $1,000 to WHEAT Community Services, $1,000 to the Friends of Bolton Seniors 

for the fuel assistance program, and $200 to the American Friends Service Committee 
in memory of Ruth Randall Campbell and Doris DuBois. Thanks to all of you, as these 
donations are made possible through the Outreach portion of your annual pledge. 
 

Thank You from the Board of Outreach 

 
The Board of Outreach would like to thank everyone for their overwhelming response 
to the request for Christmas gifts for children in need. Thanks to your generosity, gifts 

were received for 50 children. An extra special thanks goes to Susan Membrino and 
Kim Joly for organizing the gift collection and delivering the items to the WHEAT 

program in Clinton. 
 
Thanks to Kathryn Kaufman for delivering the book donations to Cottage Hill Academy 

in Baldwinville. The books will be enjoyed by the residents of this program for 
adolescent girls. 
  

OTHER NEWS 
 

Small Group Ministry Sessions in January 
 
 

Due to the holidays, our December small Group meetings were rescheduled and will be held in 
early January, followed by our regular fourth week of the month meetings at the end of 
January. All sessions are held in the Randall Parlor. We always have room for new 
participants, so we encourage you to join us: 
 
Wednesday, January 4th, 12:15 to 2:15 p.m. – Bea Manning’s group 
Monday, January 9th, 7 to 8:30 p.m. – Karen Dorhamer-Fadden and Shirley Sefton’s group 
Monday, January 23rd, 7 to 8:30 p.m. – Karen Dorhamer-Fadden and Shirley Sefton’s group 
Wednesday, January 25th, 12:15 to 2:15 p.m. – Bea Manning’s group 
 
Small Group Ministry is a wonderful way to connect with other church members and nurture 
our spirits. We meet once per month in groups of at most ten people to share experiences 
about a specific topic. For more details about the program, and to register, please see our new 
website at http://www.firstparishofbolton.org/sgm/. Please contact Karen Dorhamer-Fadden 
(978-897-5088, Karen.Dorhamer@hp.com) if you have any questions or if you would like to 
register by phone or e-mail. 
 
 

http://www.firstparishofbolton.org/sgm/
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Birthdays in January 
 

Pam Powell (1/1); Skip Keith, David G. Weliver (1/2); Liz Schoepke (1/3); Carter Curry, Robbie 
Powell (1/4); Kris Henderson, Dawn Tesini, Finnegan Arthur West, Maizy Autumn West (1/8); 
Nancy Hamilton, Clare Moses (1/10); Cathy Crocker, Maya Drabik (1/11); Trudy Keith (1/12); 
Melody Blake (1/12); Rich Dickson (1/14); Karen King (1/17); Bob Johnson, Kristina Katsonis 
(1/18); Sarah Teague (1/21); Brian Arnold, Barbara Corley, Sarah Dempsey, Quinn Miller 
(1/24); Francoise VonTrapp (1/25); Kathleen Megan (1/27); Tom King, David E. Weliver 
(1/29); Linda Drabik, Dawn King, Bill MacGregor, Jason Ware (1/30); Donna Melanson (1/31). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Christmas/Epiphany Pageant 
 

On January 8th, we will hold our annual Christmas/Epiphany pageant. The lead roles will be 
portrayed by our children in grades 3-5. The children in grades Nursery-2 will be shepherds, 
sheep and Angels while the children in grade 6-8 will be townspeople. There will be a rehearsal 
on Saturday, January 7th at 4 p.m. More information will be coming in the weekly updates.  

 
January Opportunities & Curriculum 
 
Our next rotation workshop, beginning January 15, is “John the Baptist/Jesus’ Baptism.” 
There are many opportunities for YOU to get involved in the R. E. program by volunteering to 
teach one of these sessions. In ART, the children will learn that when Jesus was baptized by 
John the Baptist, the Holy Spirit came from heaven like a dove. They will make origami doves 
to decorate meal trays at the community café. During the GAMES workshops, they will play a 
game that will help them understand what it means to repent and will “meet” John the 
Baptist. Through a Jeopardy!® game, they will review the events of Jesus’ baptism and learn 
about John the Baptist. VIDEOS will introduce John the Baptist as a prophet and teach the 
children of Jesus’ role as Messiah and Christ while they will learn of events surrounding 
Jesus’ baptism and remember them through making and tasting the foods of the times in the 
COOKING workshop. For more information and further details, please contact Holly Ventura 
at fpbrecoordinator@yahoo.com. Thank you for all you do for the children at The First Parish. 

 
Charity update 
 

This year’s Religious Education charity is the Tornado victims of Monson/Sturbridge/North 
Brookfield. So far we have raised $100. We will be vamping up our collection efforts in the 
second part of the year. 
 

Penny Race starts in January!!! 
 

As a fundraiser for our charity, we will be having a “Penny Race” competition between all three 
classes. The goal of the Penny Race is to collect as many PENNIES as possible in the container 
for your grade level and put as many NON-PENNIES (nickels, dimes, quarters) into the other 
containers. 
 
Pennies give your team positive points while nickels, dimes, and quarters, take points AWAY 
from the team’s total. Therefore, you want to put PENNIES in YOUR CLASS’ jar (positive 
points) & nickels, dimes, and quarters (negative points) in the jars of OTHER TEAMS. 
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PENNY RACE RULES       

                                        
- Each class will have a jug. – They will decorate it on Sunday, January 8th after the 

Christmas/Epiphany pageant. 
- Every week, each class tries to fill their jug with pennies. 
- If another class sees a jug with lots of pennies they can put nickels, dimes and quarters 

into the jug and it will cancel out the pennies. 
EXAMPLE- A quarter will cancel out 25 pennies. 

      -    Money can be placed in the jugs during R. E. or coffee hour each week 

 
 

WINNERS: 
- The class with the highest score at the end of each month will win donuts in their 

classroom the first Sunday of the next month.  

- The class with the most money (not just pennies) collected by April 29th will win a pizza 
party after R. E.  on May 6th.  

 
WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED IN THE WEEKLY UPDATE ON THE FIRST 

SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH. 
 

January 4th marked my first anniversary here at The 
First Parish of Bolton and I want to take this opportunity to thank each of 
you for making my first year a wonderful one. You’ve all been most patient with 
me as I learned my way around and I am most grateful for that. Whether we 
have spoken on the phone, visited a bit or simply shared e-mails, you have each 
helped to make my days brighter.    
         Blessings,  
         Sharl 

 
 

 

 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION TO FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER: 
JANUARY 25. 

 
 
 


